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2012
10.–14.01. Deubau
 Internationale Baufachmesse

24.–27.01. IPM* 
  Internationale Fachmesse für Pfl anzen, Technik, Floristik

07.–09.02. E – world energy & water
  Internationale Fachmesse und Kongress

08.–12.02. Haus Garten Genuss
 Die Frühlingsmesse für die ganze Familie

22.–26.02. Reise + Camping
 Internationale Messe Reise & Touristik · Camping & Caravaning

24.–26.02. Fahrrad Essen
 Messe für Fahrrad, Zubehör und Freizeit

07.–10.03. Sanitär Heizung Klima
 Fachmesse für Sanitär, Heizung, Klima und erneuerbare Energien

22.–25.03. Techno-Classica Essen
 Weltmesse für Oldtimer, Classic- + Prestige-Automobile

12.–14.04. Briefmarken 
 Internationale Briefmarken-Messe

19.–22.04. FIBO 
 Internationale Leitmesse für Fitness, Wellness & Gesundheit

19.–22.04. FIBO POWER 
 Europas größter Treffpunkt der Bodybuilding- und Kraftsport-Szene

05.–08.06. Reifen 
 No. 1 in tires and more

16.–19.06. Modatex Fashion Fair*  
 Internationale Fachmesse für Braut- und Abendmode

02.–05.09. HOGATEC  
 Die Trend-Messe für erfolgreiche Gastgeber

25.–28.09. Security  
 Weltmarkt für Sicherheit und Brandschutz

18.–21.10. Spiel 
 Internationale Spieltage mit Comic Action

22.–24.10. Geo-T EXPO 
 Internationale Geothermie Messe & Kongress

03.–11.11. Mode · Heim · Handwerk 
 Die große Verbrauchermesse für die ganze Familie

01.–09.12. Essen Motor Show  
 For drivers and dreams
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Welcome to Essen!
What a year that was! In the European Capital of 

Culture year RUHR.2010, over 200 projects added 

yet more to Essen’s existing cultural landscape. 

Top-class productions at the Aalto and Grillo Thea-

tres, the spectacular reopenings of the Museum 

Folkwang and the Ruhr Museum brought the at-

tention of Europe and the world to Essen.

RUHR.2010 was a perfect start. Although the title 

of Capital of Culture passed on in 2011, things re-

main exciting here. Art, culture and creativity will 

continue to change the city and to move it for-

ward. Essen was, is, and will always be a City of Cul-

ture. And also a city of leisure and a city of shop-

ping. Essen is different. Not without good reason is 

Essen one of the five ‘portal’ cities through which 

the entire spectrum of cultural tourism in the re-

gion opens up. Discover the metropolis within the 

Ruhr Metropolis with us – a city whose diversity 

and beauty has more to offer than a history of coal 

and steel production might suggest.

This brochure will show you the many exciting fac-

es of this city. Browse through it and use it to see 

what’s here in more depth. And we’ll be on hand to 

help – if you have any questions, feel free to ask us. 

We wish you an exhilarating stay in Essen.

The Essen Marketing Team

Essen‘s skyline and south



ESSEN.OVERVIEW.
Essen is the fourth largest city in North Rhine-

Westphalia and one of the centres of the region. 

In the list of the largest cities in Germany it comes 

ninth. A metropolis at the heart of the Ruhr region, 

Essen is home to a number of renowned blue-chip 

companies, and since the formation in 2003 of the 

University of Duisburg-Essen it has become a cen-

tre for higher education. It has also been the seat 

of the Diocese of Essen since 1958.

Nine urban boroughs are divided into 50 districts, 

most of which were once independent communi-

ties. Today they remain strong centres with their 

own identity. Most recently incorporated was 

Kettwig in 1975, which has retained its own dial-

ling code. With over 9300 hectares of landscape 

and leisure spaces, of which some 3500 hectares 

are woodland, more than 44 per cent of the mu-

nicipal area is green space.
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Federal region:

Administrative region: 

Regional Council: 

Population: 

Area:

Population density:

Length of city boundary: 

Extent
from east to west:
from north to south: 

Highest point: 

Lowest point: 

Subdivision:

Neighbouring towns

Founded:

Hotel beds:

Overnight stays per year:

Portal city:

North Rhine-Westphalia

Düsseldorf

Rhineland

572,000

210.31 km², of which  
almost half is green space

2740 inhabitants per km²

87 km

17 km
21 km

202.5 m above sea level (south of the 
Ruhr in the Heidhausen district)
26.5 m above sea level (at the nort-
hern end in the Karnap district)

9 urban boroughs with 50 districts

Bochum, Hattingen, Velbert, Heili-
genhaus, Ratingen, Mülheim an der 
Ruhr, Oberhausen, Bottrop, Gladbeck, 
Gelsenkirchen

in 852 as a convent, gaining town 
status in the 13th century and beco-
ming a free imperial city in 1377

6200

1.3 million

In the European Capital of Culture 
year RUHR.2010, Essen represented 
the Ruhr metropolis with its 53 towns 
and communities – divided into five 
discovery areas, each of which was 
headed by a portal city. Since 2010, 
together with its neighbour Gelsen-
kirchen, Essen has been the centre of 
the “Art and Creativity RUHR” disco-
very area.
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ESSEN.HISTORY.

Essen in the early 19th century: a small town with 

only some 5000 inhabitants. Outside the city walls, 

an idyll with fields, meadows and plenty of forest. 

It almost seems as though in that place, where Alt-

frid, later to be Bishop of Hildesheim, established a 

convent in 850, the Middle Ages had never ceased 

to exist. And yet Essen’s future had already begun – 

underground. Coal had been mined here since the 

14th century and by the start of the 19th, more 

than 200 coal mines were in operation in the Ruhr 

region. But their capacity was no longer sufficient. 

This was the period of industrialisation that was 

to catapult Essen from the Middle Ages into the 

modern era in only a few years. Steam engines and 

railways set the rhythm of the new time, and their 

voracious appetite for coal led to more and more 

mines being opened. 

Friedrich Krupp founded a steelworks in 1811. It 

was not, however, an economically viable enter-

prise. When Friedrich died in 1826, his widow Ther-

ese and their son Alfred became the directors: a 

14-year-old school dropout with debts of 10,000 

thalers and a workforce of seven. Alfred went on to 

turn this into the biggest steelworking group of the 

19th century, employing nearly 20,000 by the time 

of his death in 1887. 

In the first half of the 20th century Essen grew 

into the biggest mining town in the world. The 

Zollverein colliery is the most modern mine of that 

period. Then came the Second World War. Destruc-

tion and reconstruction. Once again, Essen was to 

write industrial history. The Zollverein coking plant, 

completed in 1961, was one of the most modern 

factories in the world. 

As mining began to die out in the mid-1960s, the 

city had to submit once again to the challenge of 

change. This was perhaps the most painful shift 

that Essen has had to undergo in its entire history, 

but certainly also the most successful – turning 

away from coal and steel and into a service centre, 

a trade fair location and the place of business of in-

ternational corporations. And into a hotbed of the 

arts and culture. The designation “European City of 

Culture RUHR.2010”, which Essen carried on behalf 

of the entire Ruhr region, is the most immediate 

evidence of this. 

Kettwiger Straße in 1905

Essen in 1867   
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Calling a colliery beautiful may seem absurd if one 

thinks about what is being extracted from the earth 

here:  coal. For all that, however, the Ruhr Metrop-

olis has successfully given a new lease of life to the 

blast furnaces, gasometers and shaft towers, allow-

ing real beauty to emerge. The summit of this de-

velopment is without doubt Essen’s Zollverein col-

liery and coking plant, declared a UNESCO World 

Heritage site. Today Zollverein is the emblem of the 

entire Ruhr Metropolis and symbol of its industrial 

heritage.

Speaking of industrial heritage, this would also 

be hard to imagine without the name Krupp and 

its 200 years of history. The Villa Hügel, ancestral 

seat of this industrial dynasty, tells the story of the 

family; the Ruhr Museum describes the history of 

the company; while guided city tours show the 

residential districts built for the company. A fa-

mous example is the Margarethenhöhe.

Industrial heritage can be found throughout Essen: 

a former mining plant can today be an arts centre 

or hotel, a steelworks a theatre or a furniture shop. 

Only the old residential estates are still used in the 

same way today as yesterday: for living in.

Zollverein World Heritage Site
The most beautiful coal mine in the world – a 

fanciful giant, immense, yet simple and aesthetic, 

surrounded by nature and filled to the brim with 

art, culture and creativity. The former coal washing 

plant has been transformed into the Ruhr Museum. 

And the coking plant: monumental and imposing 

with its enormous chimneys, towers and kilometres 

of pipework. A sleeping giant.

Sleeping? Not at all. At Zollverein you can encoun-

ter artists in their studios, be thrilled by dance and 

theatre productions, listen to concerts – or simply 

Zollverein, Shaft XII
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allow the monument to speak of itself, of coal and 

coke, of miners and coke workers. And these too 

will tell their stories, on guided tours of the mine 

and coking plant in which they themselves once 

laboured. 

Today’s iconic image of the entire region began op-

eration in 1932: the central shaft system Number 

XII, designed by the architect duo Fritz Schupp and 

Martin Kremmer in the “Neue Sachlichkeit” (New 

Objectivity) style. The adjacent coking plant was 

also built to Schupp’s design and began working in 

1961. In 1986 the mine closed, in 1993 the coking 

plant also ceased operation, and hard coal mining 

in Essen was history. By 1990, Shaft XII at Zollver-

ein had already been 

refurbished as part of 

the Emscher Park Inter-

national Building Exhi-

bition and preserved as 

a monument. UNESCO 

World Heritage status 

was conferred on the 

shaft complex in 2001, 

together with the cok-

ing plant and the shaft 

1/2/8 system. Architects 

from around the world 

are continuing the tradition of Schupp and Krem-

mer today by linking the past, present and future.

Gelsenkirchener Straße 181, 45309 Essen, 

+49 (0)201 / 24 68 10

info@zollverein.de, www.zollverein.de

Visitors centre: 10:00-20:00 daily

Access to the grounds is free of charge. Opening 

times and entry prices to specific events may vary.

Public transport stop: Zollverein

Villa Hügel
There are stately homes that look more modest 

than the estate of the Krupp family, set high 

over the Baldeneysee. The villa has 269 rooms 

and features valuable tapestries, sumptuous Ita-                 

lian coffered ceilings and a remarkable library. It is 

clear that Villa Hügel was used for representative 

purposes, and indeed, over the years, the Krupp 

family received emperors and kings, entrepreneurs 

and politicians here from all over the world. Above 

all, however, Alfred Krupp had the property built 

to his own designs as a hideaway for himself and 

his family. Building work took three years, and the 

Krupps moved in during early 1873. 

Not until 60 years later was the Ruhr dammed to 

create the Baldeneysee 

reservoir, but still the 

situation, above the 

valley and a little dis-

tance away from the 

family’s factories, was 

quiet and idyllic. After 

the Second World War 

Villa Hügel overlooking the Baldeneysee
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the Krupp family opened the villa to the public. 

Since that time, chamber music concerts and top-

class international art exhibitions have been regu-

larly held here. And in the company’s anniversary 

year, the Alfried Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach 

Foundation presents a major special exhibition 

featuring important photographs from the history 

of Krupp, most of which are taken from its own 

historical archive and have not been previously 

shown in public. However, the pictures do not only 

document the history of the family and the com-

pany. The exhibition “Krupp: Photographs from two 

centuries” also explores the question of how pho-

tography was used and the purposes it served.

Hügel 15, 45133 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 61 62 90

office@villahuegel.de, www.villahuegel.de

Zur Villa Hügel, Frankenstraße

Opening times: Tues-Sun 10:00-18:00;  

Hügelpark open 08:00-20:00 daily

Please ask for opening times of special ex-

hibitions and times of guided tours

Public transport stop: Essen-Hügel (S)

Margarethenhöhe
Not only is Margarethenhöhe the most attrac-

tive residential district that Krupp had built for its 

workers. It is also a jewel of town planning and may 

be considered one of the best examples of the gar-

den city idea. Designed by architect Georg Metzen-

dorf, the district was created to the south-west of 

the city centre between 1906 and 1938 and was 

eventually home to 16,000 people. Although the 

district appears as a harmonious whole, the houses 

differ in many of their details; oriels and und per-

golas, curved gables, pilasters and natural stone 

foundations give each house an individual face.

What was new and exciting at Margarethenhöhe 

was however not so much the design as the fun-

damental concept. In other 

workers’ settlements, economic 

considerations tended to pre-

dominate: ease of access to 

work and the possibility of hav-

ing as many workers as pos-

sible living close to the factory. 

But Margarethe Krupp, builder 

contractor of the district, broke 

with this unity of the workplace 

and dwelling. Not only that, but 

the district was also open to people who did not 

work for Krupp. By this means the idea of a hous-

ing district that would cater for all social classes 

was realised. The Ruhr Museum maintains a model 

dwelling at Margarethenhöhe, restored in accord-

ance with historical evidence.

Guided tours of Margarethenhöhe are led by the 

“Bürgerschaft Essen-Margarethenhöhe” society.  

+49 (0)201 / 71 24 55 or  71 28 40 to register,

info@essen-margarethenhoehe.de,

www.essen-margarethenhoehe.de

You can book for a guided tour of the model 

dwelling through the Ruhr Museum: +49 (0)201 / 

88 45 200, info@ruhrmuseum.essen.de.

Public transport stop: Margarethenhöhe

Garden room of Villa Hügel
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Schurenbach mining tip
“So is that Gelsenkirchen now or is it still Essen?” 

This is a question frequently heard on the area’s 

former mining tips. Looking at the unending urban 

landscape, it is easy to grasp what is meant by the 

term “Ruhr Metropolis”. The Schurenbach mining 

tip (Schurenbachhalde) in Altenessen is one of its 

many landmarks. What was left over after mining 

processes as “tailings” was piled up here and the 

pile was later greened. And the Schurenbach tip 

was ultimately one of those to be later given an ar-

tistic treatment: in 1998 the star American sculptor 

Richard Serra erected a 15 metre steel slab on the 

summit of the tip. 

Emscherstraße, 45329 Essen-Altenessen

www.route-industriekultur.de

Public transport stop: Altenessener Straße

Portal der industriekultur

denkmalPfad zollverein®

ruhr museum

the Palace of Projects
zollverein® Park

shoPs und ateliers

restaurants & cafés

ausstellungen

konzerte theater & tanz

Welterbe Zollverein 

Gelsenkirchener Straße 181 

45309 Essen www.zollverein.de

erleben sie einzigartige 
industriekultur hautnah – 
unesco-welterbe zollverein

Serra‘s steel slab on the Schurenbach mining tip
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European Capital of Culture year RUHR.2010: The 

world looks towards Essen and the Ruhr region, 

discovers a lively cultural scene and established 

galleries, theatres and museums of world renown 

– and can no longer turn away. Essen lives culture. 

It always did. And does so far beyond the Capital 

of Culture year. The city has indeed raised the bar 

high, yet without allowing its unique visions to be 

lost. 

Aalto Theatre
One name is synonymous with unadorned ele-

gance and modern architecture: Aalto. Since being 

finished in 1988 its timelessly beautiful “shell”, de-

signed by the Finnish master architect Alvar Aalto, 

has been filled with life by countless artists of 

world repute and celebrated productions. If when 

it was opened the Essen Opera House was “merely” 

the “most beautiful German theatre building since 

1945”, today it is one of the best in Germany and 

enjoys high regard internationally; and this is at 

least partly thanks to its director, Stefan Soltesz. 

The Essen Philharmonic and the Aalto Ballet Thea-

tre Essen are in every respect on a level with the 

theatre’s vocalists, and consistently occupy the top 

places on the ranking lists. Public successes at the 

theatre include major cultural projects such as a 

production of Wagner’s complete “Ring” cycle. 

Opernplatz 10, 45128 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 81 22 200

tickets@theater-essen.de, www.theater-essen.de

Public transport stop: Hauptbahnhof 

(main railway station)

Grillo Theatre
This is one of the oldest theatres in the Ruhr region 

and bears the name of Friedrich Grillo, an indus-

Grillo Theatre

Aalto Theatre

trialist and patron of the arts. 

Essen’s Grillo Theatre opened in 

1892 with a production of Got-

thold Ephraim Lessing’s “Minna 

von Barnhelm” and can now look 

back on a chequered history that 

includes destruction, restoration 

and the threat of closure. While 

preserving its neo-Baroque style, 

the building was extensively 

renovated in 1990 and now offers a larger perfor-

mance space, though at the cost of reduced au-

dience size (670 seats). The modern space theatre 

is linked to two smaller stages, the “Casa” and the 

“Box”, situated in the Theaterpassage opposite. The 

Grillo has been voted “NRW Theatre of the Year” 

on a number of occasions. Repertoire includes both 

modern productions of classics and contemporary 

pieces. 

Theaterplatz 11, 45127 Essen, 

+49 (0)201 / 81 22 200, for discounted last-

minute tickets call  +49 (0)201 / 81 22 600

tickets@theater-essen.de, www.theater-essen.de

Public transport stop: Hirschlandplatz 
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Philharmonie
With the Philharmonie Essen a new concert hall 

was built in the historic Saalbau of 1905 that is 

already one of Europe’s best. The heart of the build-

ing is the completely renovated Alfried Krupp Hall 

with 1906 seats, inaugurated in 2004. The RWE 

Pavillon (350 seats), a glass cube that gives views 

onto the city garden, is an ideal setting for jazz, 

classical and world music. Since the 2008/2009 

concert season the Philharmonie has had its own 

orchestra in residence for the first time with the 

“Cappella Coloniensis” ensemble.  

Huyssenallee 53, 45128 Essen, 

+49 (0)201 / 81 22 200 &  88 72 333

welcome@philharmonie-essen.de, 

www.philharmonie-essen.de,

Public transport stop: Philharmonie/Saalbau

PACT Zollverein
PACT (Performing Arts Choreographisches Zentrum 

NRW Tanzlandschaft Ruhr) has been in existence 

since 2002 as an international centre for the per-

forming arts, with an emphasis on dance and per-

formance. Widely regarded as ground-breaking, 

the centre acts as an international base for artists, 

with an artists-in-residence scheme and an ex-

change platform for artists and academics, it also 

maintains a distinctive stage programme. PACT is 

situated in the former pithead baths of the Zoll-

verein colliery.

Bullmannaue 20 a, 45327 Essen,

+49 (0)201 / 28 94 700

info@pact-zollverein.de, www.pact-zollverein.de

Opening times vary with events

Public transport stop: Katernberg Süd Bf

Alfried Krupp Hall
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Folkwang University of the Arts
The Folkwang University of the Arts in Werden 

near Essen is regarded as a stronghold of the disci-

plines of dance, acting and music. The school was 

founded in 1927 in the Baroque prelature of the 

former imperial abbey and now enjoys an interna-

tional reputation. Being able to call oneself a “Folk-

wang graduate” carries a certain kudos, and this is 

borne out by the roll of former students at Werden 

– among them the dancer and choreographer Pina 

Bausch and the actors Armin Rohde, Dieter Krebs, 

Thekla Carola Wied and Jürgen Prochnow. Students 

and tutors of the university regularly perform in 

high-class concerts and productions. Since 2010 

the SAANA building at the Zollverein, with its re-

markable architecture, has also been used by the 

Folkwang University. 

Klemensborn 39, 45239 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 49 03 231

info@folkwang-uni.de, www.folkwang-uni.de

Public transport stop: Werdener Markt

Kunsthaus Essen
One of the Ruhr region’s studio buildings with the 

richest traditions is the Kunsthaus, set up in 1977 

in a former school in Rellinghausen near Essen. The 

venue has an interdisciplinary focus and caters for 

sculpture, painting, conceptual art, photography 

and dance. Since 1998 the centre, which sees itself 

as a forum for contemporary art, has offered a resi-

dency stipend, “Young Art in Essen”, which since 

2008 has been maintained in cooperation with the 

Kunstring Folkwang.

Rübezahlstr. 33, 45134 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 44 33 13

khe@kunsthaus-essen.de, www.kunsthaus-essen.de

Public transport stop: Finefraustraße

www.musiktheater-im-revier.de
info@musiktheater-im-revier.de 

kartentelefon 0209.4097-200

willkommen im Gesamtkunstwerk!
Das Musiktheater im Revier – kurz MiR –  bietet mit 
Oper, Ballett, Musical und Konzert ein ambitioniertes 
Programm und zieht dennoch nicht nur Musikliebhaber 
in seinen Bann: Denn was das avantgardistische Gebäude 
mit der gläsernen Optik so einzigartig macht, ist die 
Symbiose zwischen richtungsweisender Architektur und 
anspruchsvoller Kunst auf der Bühne. 
vorhang auf!           

nur 4 km vom unesCo-welterbe Zeche Zollverein!

musiktheater
im revier
GelsenkirChen

MUSIKTHEATER
IM REVIER
GELSENKIRCHEN

0211_anzeige _MiR_EssenWelcome.indd   2 18.02.2011   09:20:42
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Independent theatre scene
Essen has a lively independent arts scene and 

includes a good number of independent thea-

tres. Long renowned well beyond the city is the 

Freudenhaus Theatre, part of the Grend arts cen-

tre in Steele, which has specialised in the comic 

tales of the Ruhr area of Essen-based author Sigi 

Domke. On the other hand, cabaret, comedy, world 

music and jazz are served by the Catacomb Theatre 

in Rüttenscheid. This venue places particular em-

phasis on multicultural events, particularly perfor-

mances by Turkish music groups. By far the most 

unusual location for a stage has to be the Rathaus 

Theatre – whose location is in fact Essen’s Rathaus 

(town hall). Its trademark is popular comedy thea-

tre featuring film and TV celebrities. 

You can obtain a copy of the “Freie Szene” 

flyer at the Tourist Information Office or down-

load it from the city council’s website 

www.essen.de (look under “Kultur und Bildung”).

Unperfekthaus
130 after it first opened and 25 years after it had 

ceased operation, this classicist railway station 

building on the edge of Kettwig was resurrected 

in 2003. Since then the old station has become 

a fixture for citizen, sport and cultural events 

and draws widespread attention with its annual 

“Kettwig Cabaret Days”.  

Friedrich-Ebert-Straße 18, 45127 Essen-City,

+49 (0)201 / 84 73 50

info@unperfekthaus.de, www.unperfekthaus.de

Opening hours: 10:00-23:00 daily

Public transport stop: Berliner Platz

Old Station, Kettwig
130 after it first opened and 25 years after it had 

ceased operation, this classicist railway station 

building on the edge of Kettwig 

was resurrected in 2003. Since 

then the old station has become 

a fixture for citizen, sport and 

cultural events and draws wide-

spread attention with its annual 

“Kettwig Cabaret Days”. 

Ruhrtalstr. 345, 45219 Essen, +49 (0)2054 / 93 93 39

kontakt@bahnhof-kettwig.de, 

www.bahnhof-kettwig.de

Office hours: Mon-Fri 09:00-12:00 ; Tues 15:00-19:00

Public transport stop: Station Essen-Kettwig

Bürgermeisterhaus Werden
Probably the city’s most personal concert venue, 

this classicist villa was built by the industrialist Frie-

drich Vogelsang in 1833 and received its name as 

the residence of the last mayor (Bürgermeister) of 

Werden, before the town was incorporated into Es-

sen. It has been a cultural meeting point in Werden 

since 1985 with a programme appealing primarily 

to an audience that appreciates its intimate salon 

atmosphere. The events on offer include stylish 

chamber music evenings, readings and exhibitions 

in which students from the nearby Folkwang Uni-

versity frequently participate. 

Heckstraße 105, 45239 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 49 32 86

buergermeisterhaus@t-online.de, 

www.buergermeisterhaus.de

Opening hours: 09:00-15:00 daily

Public transport stop: Werdener Markt
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Outstanding art, unique values, unfamiliar worlds 

– Essen’s museum landscape continues to excite 

people long after the European Capital of Culture 

year RUHR.2010 with its quality and diversity. The 

Ruhr Metropolis gives space not only to big names 

but also has plenty of space for special collec-

tions. One factor is however common throughout. 

The people behind the names go about their work 

with immense competence and a deep passion for 

culture. It’s a combination that leaves its mark on 

hundreds of thousands of visitors every year.

www.essen.de, then click under “Kultur und Bil-

dung” (“Culture and Education“)

ernism, art after 1945 and photography, Folkwang 

is also one of the most highly renowned museums 

of art in the world – and not only since the open-

ing of its spectacular 

new building in 2010. 

Financed by the Alfried 

Krupp von Bohlen und 

Halbach Foundation 

and conceived by David 

Chipperfield Architects, 

the new Folkwang Museum receives its visitors 

with openness, transparency and an interplay of 

light and high-quality art beyond compare.

Museumsplatz 1, 45128 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 88 45 444

info@museum-folkwang.essen.de,  

www.museum-folkwang.de

Collection opening times: Tues-Sun 10:00-18:00; 

Fri 10:00-22.30; closed Mon

Public transport stop: Rüttenscheider Stern

German Poster Museum
With its more than 340,000 objects from the 

worlds of politics, business and culture, this collec-

tion, linked administratively to the Folkwang Mu-

seum, is one of the largest of its kind in Europe. 

Its historical sweep extends from the beginnings of 

poster development through to the present, and it 

places an emphasis on documenting the develop-

ment of German posters in the European context. 

Museumsplatz 1, 45128 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 88 45 108

info@plakatmuseum.essen.de,  

www.museum-folkwang.de

The works are shown regularly 

in temporary exhibitions

Public transport stop: Rüttenscheider Stern

Folkwang Museum 
A certain quote is always associated with the Folk-

wang Museum – and with justification: it was one 

of the co-founders of the Museum of Modern Art 

in New York, Paul J. Sachs, who during a visit to 

Essen in 1932 described the Folkwang as the “most 

beautiful museum in the world”. But beauty on its 

own is not everything. Thanks to its highly regarded 

collections from the 19th century, classical mod-

Folkwang Museum
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Ruhr Museum
The aim of the Ruhr Museum at Essdden is not to 

be a traditional museum of industry but rather the 

“memory and showcase of the Ruhr Metropolis”; 

its permanent exhibition throws light on the Ruhr 

region’s entire natural and cultural history. And 

it does so in a space charged with that very his-

tory – the former coal washing plant of the Zoll-

verein colliery, a UNESCO World Heritage site and 

the figurehead of RUHR.2010. In this place, where 

visitors can sense, breathe and feel industrial his-

tory up close, the Ruhr Museum tells of the de-

velopment of one of the world’s largest industrial 

regions and takes its visitors, with an unusual ex-

hibition concept, through the story of coal. The 

journey takes them deep into the earth –and into 

the past. And also back into the 200-year history of 

the Krupps Company. Essen’s two most formative 

histories, perhaps.

Zeche Zollverein, Hall 12, Gelsenkirchener Straße 181, 

45309 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 88 45 200

info@ruhrmuseum.essen.de, www.ruhrmuseum.de

Opening hours: 10:00-19:00 daily; 

visitors centre to 20:00

Public transport stop: Zollverein

red dot design museum
For most people these are everyday objects, but for 

a view they are visions: wristwatches, telephones, 

TV sets and beer crates. And they have one thing in 

common: the red dot, the seal of outstanding de-

sign quality. Roughly 1500 products from around 

the world that have won awards for their exem-

plary design are on display at the “red dot design 

museum” in the former boiler house of the Zoll-

verein World Heritage Site. Each year over 140,000 

lovers of architecture, design and culture discover 

their own paradise in which the everyday becomes 

a cult object.

Gelsenkirchener Straße 181, 45309 Essen,  

+49 (0)201 / 30 10 40

info@dznrw.com, www.design-germany.de,  

www.red-dot.de

Opening hours:  Tues-Thurs 11:00-18:00; 

Fri-Sun/public holidays 11:00-20:00

Times may vary during special exhibitions

Public transport stop: Zollverein

Essen Cathedral Treasure
One of the most important legacies of the power-

ful convent at Essen, the Essen Cathedral Treasure 

contains works of art that are priceless and mas-

terful in their execution. Together with precious 

reliquaries, probably the oldest fleur-de-lys crown 

in the world and four of the six remaining Ottonian 

Ruhr Museum   
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processional crosses worldwide, this collection in-

cludes perhaps the most important work of art in 

the Ruhr region: the Golden Madonna of Essen, the 

oldest sculpture of the Virgin Mary in the world. 

The figure, dated to about the year 980, remains 

a highly venerated miraculous image today and is 

situated in the left-side nave of Essen Cathedral. 

Burgplatz 2, 45127 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 22 04 206

domschatz@bistum-essen.de, 

www.domschatz-essen.de

Opening hours: Mon-Sat 10:00-17:00; 

Sun/public holidays 11:30-17:00

Guided tours are available by arrangement

Public transport stop: Hauptbahnhof; Porscheplatz

Old Synagogue
The building known today as the Old Synagogue 

in the centre of Essen was dedicated in 1913 as 

the New Synagogue of Essen’s Jewish community. 

Like almost all Jewish places of worship, it was set 

DAS NEUE RUHR MUSEUM 

 AUF ZOLLVEREIN 

IN ESSEN 

www.ruhrmuseum.de
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on fire during the “Crys-

tal Night” of 1938 and its 

interior largely destroyed. 

Nevertheless, despite the 

bombing raids on the 

city during the war the 

building remained un-

damaged throughout, 

and after 1945 experi-

enced a varied history as 

a museum for industrial 

design, a memorial and 

a forum for political and 

historical documentation. 

Since 2010 the building 

has served as the House 

of Jewish Culture in the 

Old Synagogue, with five 

exhibition areas offering 

aim: to awaken understanding and interest in tra-

ditions and ceremonies that are so different to our 

own, while having nothing to do with conventional 

prejudices or with voodoo dolls and pins.

Rüttenscheider Straße 36, 45128 Essen,  

+49 (0)201 / 78 76 40,

henning.christoph@web.de, www.soul-of-africa.com

Opening hours:  Thurs 14:00-18:00; Fri 18:00-

22:00; Sat14:00-18:00; Sun 14:00-18:00

Public transport stop: Rüttenscheider Stern

Market and Showman Museum
The world of Erich Knocke is colourful, fantastic – 

and awakens the child in us. In decades of detailed 

work, the Essen show-

man has brought to-

gether countless typi-

cal objects of his line 

of work: From horses 

on merry-go-rounds to 

a showman’s caravan, 

from barrel organs to 

illustrations of street 

ballads. Personal docu-

ments and photographs of showmens’ families 

from the turn of the 20th century are a particular 

feature of the collection.

Hachestr. 68, 45127 Essen, +49 (0)172 / 26 78 969

Guided tours are offered on one Saturday per month 

at 14:00; for further information and to register 

please visit www.schaustellermuseum.de.  

You can also register by e-mail at 

schaustellermuseum@web.de.

Public transport stop: Hauptbahnhof 

(main railway station)

Old Synagogue  

visitors a glimpse of everyday life and traditions 

in Jewish communities around the world.

Steeler Str. 29, 45127 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 88 45 218

info@alte-synagoge.essen.de,  

www.alte-synagoge.essen.de

Opening hours: Tues-Sun 10:00-18:00 

Guided tours are available by arrangement 

Public transport stop: Rathaus Essen

 

Soul of Africa Museum (SOA)
The Soul of Africa – in Essen it’s on your door-

step, in the heart of the Rüttenscheid district. In 

this small private museum the journalist and eth-

nologist Henning Christoph has brought together 

unusual, sometimes bizarre-seeming objects from 

West Africa and arranged them according to the 

themes of voodoo, healing and magic. Christoph’s 
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From rock concerts to musicals and variety shows 

to the glamorous world of the movie stars – Es-

sen has long been a favourite meeting point for 

international entertainment stars. And the city has 

also produced stars of its own: numerous stages 

and venues that are the breeding grounds for great 

entertainment arts.

GOP Variety Theatre
The enjoyment of art and the art of enjoyment come 

together at the GOP Variety to create a total work 

of art. This venue has enthralled its guests since 

1996 with world-class live acts. There is more on 

offer here than flying balls and card tricks. National 

and international artists whose other gigs are on 

Broadway, in Las Vegas, Monaco or Paris demon-

strate world-class acrobatics, juggling, magic and 

comedy and are brought together by a compere to 

create a colourful story. Every 

two months the lavishly de-

signed two-hour productions 

with their high tempo, wit 

and charm, are changed. In 

its luxurious ambiance the 

audience enjoys voluptuous 

shows with top-class artists, 

fantastical costumes and heavenly music. And if 

all this takes your breath away, you can be certain 

that this is not due to the delicate nibbles that are 

handed round during the show.

Rottstraße 30, 45127 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 24 79 393

info-essen@variete.de, www.variete.de

Box office opening hours:  Mon-Sat 10:00-18:00; 

Sun 14:00-19:00 (or until start of show)

Public transport stop: Rheinischer Platz

Lichtburg Essen
Winnetou was here, and so was James Bond. Ger-

many’s largest historic picture palace, a gem be-

tween TV and commercial cinema, is here in Es-

sen. And looking through the old visitors’ books, 

you would think you were holding a Who’s Who 

of the history of cinema. Romy Schneider, Eddie 

Constantine, Maria Schell and Jean Marais are im-

mortalised here, as also are music biz greats such as 

Louis Armstrong and Benny Goodman. Indeed Gary 

Cooper came here for the premiere of “High Noon”.

When it opened in 1928 the Lichtburg was at the 

cutting edge of cinema technology, while in the 

1950s and 1960s it was considered Germany’s 

most elegant cinema auditorium. In the 1990s it 

was all but impossible to prevent the change of use 

of the building to a variety theatre. Wim Wenders 

in particular, the Nestor of new German film, made 

great efforts to preserve the site as a cinema. And 

today, with the facade, historic auditorium and film 

bar reconstructed down to the last detail and the 

latest technology installed, the Lichtburg is again 

the impressive figurehead of Essen that it once was.

Kettwiger Straße 36, 45127 Essen, 

+49 (0)201 / 23 10 23, recorded programme 

information: +49 (0)201 / 23 10 24

info@lichtburg-essen.de, www.lichtburg-essen.de

Public transport stop: Hirschlandplatz
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Grugahalle
The first stress test for this venue took place on 

28 October 1958 when, only a few days after it 

was opened, Bill Haley and the Comets played 

here; their fans were so excited that they pulled 

the interior furnishings of the Grugahalle apart. 

Afterwards a newspaper wrote of an “all-out at-

tack on taste, propriety and self-respect”. But the 

Grugahalle had passed its performance test. And 

later it also survived the Beatles, the Stones and 

Led Zeppelin. It witnessed Boris Becker serving 

and the Tusen handball team riding the wave. Still 

legendary today are the “Rockpalast” nights of the 

1970s and 1980s. Almost every native of Essen can 

link at least one or another special experience with 

the Grugahalle. For more than four decades it has 

served as a show stage, concert hall and sports 

venue for tennis, handball, gymnastics, boxing and 

football. It can also be a circus ring or an ice palace. 

Party conferences, church congresses or general 

meetings – there is room for them all under the 

butterfly roof of this heritage-protected building.

Norbertstraße, 45131 Essen, +49 (0)201 72440, 

ticket sales: +49 (0)201 / 72 44 290

info@grugahalle.de, www.grugahalle.de

Box office opening hours:  Mon-Fri 

10:00-18:00;  Sat 10:00-13:00

Public transport stop: Messe Ost / Gruga

Europahaus
Admission tickets to the Europahaus look rather 

like prescriptions. Unsurprising, that, since they are 

from Doctor Stratmann’s comic “Essen sein Doktor” 

show. In 1992 the brothers Dr Ludger and Chris-

Grugahalle in Rüttenscheid
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tian Stratmann took over what was the 

Amerikahaus and developed an idea for 

a 300-seat theatre offering food. Today 

Stratmann’s theatre, situated on Kenne-

dyplatz in the heart of the city, presents 

stars and rising talent from cabaret and 

entertainment, comedy, local Ruhr works, 

talk shows and music acts. And firmly 

at the centre is, of course, Doctor Strat-

mann’s humorous medical cabaret, with 

some 100 performances per year. 

Kennedyplatz 7, 45127 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 820 40 60

info@stratmanns.de, www.stratmanns.de

Box office opening hours: Mon-Fri 09.30-18:00;

for evening performances 09.30-20:00;

Sat 10:00-16:00 and one hour be-

fore every performance

Public transport stop: Hirschlandplatz

Colosseum
As the Krupp Company’s former Machine Shop VIII 

and with its industrial relicts, the Colosseum Thea-

tre is one of the most interesting theatre buildings 

in Germany. This three-aisled structure was built 

between 1898 and 1902, and up to 1988 turbine 

housings, crankshafts and locomotive chassis were 

produced here. Its new purpose was determined in 

1995: the 100-metre long, 50-metre wide hall with 

its Art Noveau elements was fitted with a fly tower, 

while its steel structure and glass roof remained in 

their original form. Today the Colosseum is a venue 

for musicals and other events.

Altendorfer Str. 1, 45127 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 24 020

www.colosseumtheater.de

Public transport stop: Berliner Platz

Zeche Carl
With its well-preserved machinery, some of which 

dates from as early as 1855-6, Zeche Carl – a for-

mer colliery in Altenessen – is an outstanding mon-

ument to past industry. It has served as a sociocul-

tural centre for over 30 years and is thus one of the 

oldest of its kind in the country,  acting as a venue 

for rock concerts, comedy, art exhibitions, theme 

The entrance hall of the Colosseum
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GOP Varieté-Theater Essen · Rottstraße 30 · 45127 Essen

Tickethotline: (02 01) 247 93-93 · variete.de

kunstvoll · artistisch
humorvoll · spektakulär

3-Gänge-Menü

und Show

ab 55,50 Euro

wir sind die show
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Zeche Carl

parties, courses and 

workshops, readings 

and children’s flea 

markets. On the 

same site is the 

Maschinenhaus, the 

former pit-head en-

gine house, today a 

“production site for 

the arts”. For decades already, this small but select 

ensemble with its rough-and-ready charm has 

conveyed, in a minimal space, the slogan that was 

selected for the City of Culture in 2010: change 

through culture, culture through change. 

Wilhelm-Nieswandt-Allee 100, 45326 Essen, 

+49 (0)201 / 83 44 410

info@zechecarl.de, www.zeche-carl.de , 

www.maschinenhaus-essen.de

Public transport stop: Altenessen-Mitte

Club Scene
Clubbers can find some of the best addresses for 

electronic music in Essen. These include Hotel 

Shanghai, Goethe Bunker, Gold Club and Naked. 

From opulent to trashy, from the DJ session to folk 

music parties, from ex-bunker to crystal lustre on 

the dance floor - if you want to celebrate, you’ll 

find everything you need here. Either in the trendy 

district of Rüttenscheid with its lounge bars and 

pubs, where you can celebrate at least as well as 

you can chill out, or in the city centre, where the 

bigger clubs in particular have established them-

selves. A point of reference for the world of beats 

is also Essen’s Nordstadt district, where a nightlife 

area with clubs, bars and discos has emerged close 

to the university.
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“Good heavens, it’s green here!” Scarcely another 

sentence has been heard more frequently by Essen-

ers in the past year. This utterance of amazement 

has come from the mouths of countless visitors to 

the European Capital of Culture RUHR.2010, quick-

ly letting go of fond old prejudices about Essen and 

the Ruhr region. For Essen is naturally one of Ger-

many’s greenest conurbations. Its inhabitants knew 

that long before their city was nominated a Capital 

of Culture. But since 2010 this has become known 

to the rest of the country as well. And a city that 

is as green and in bloom as Essen has much to of-

fer its inhabitants and visitors in terms of leisure 

activities.

Baldeneysee
An ordinary summer’s day in Essen: hop on the bike 

and off down to the Baldeneysee (Baldeney Lake). 

Here in Essen’s far south the city is at its best.  Down 

on the “See”, as locals call the eight kilometres of 

reservoir for short, there is a holiday mood. And 

even if it be only for one afternoon – tennis balls 

plop, golf balls click and the gentle wind blows the 

sails of the many dinghies that cross to and fro be-

tween rowing boats, kayaks and surf boards. The 

fact that the lake is more than just a favourite spot 

for water sports can be put down to the well-con-

structed cycle path that hems its banks. There are 

no difficult hills here - and racing cyclists share the 

smooth asphalt of the 14-kilometre round course 

with inline skaters and cycling families with small 

children. And neither the anglers on the banks nor 

the ducks and swans are taken in by all this. 

www.baldeneysee.de

Public transport stop: Hügel

The White Fleet 
Beach lounger or promenade deck: on the 

Baldeneysee you can have both. The “White Fleet” 

operates between April and October, offering 

round trips on Essen’s home pond that call at a to-

tal of six points between Kupferdreh and Stauwehr, 

or a longer-distance cruise on the Ruhr to neigh-

bouring Mülheim - with an optional shore stop 

The White Fleet with Villa Hügel in the background

Evening mood at the Baldeneysee
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in Kettwig included. In addition to the scheduled 

services, special excursions are available, such as 

the Five Locks cruise to the Rhine-Herne Canal. The 

vessels can also be hired for private celebrations, 

weddings, company outings and similar.

Hardenbergufer 379, 45239 Essen,

+49 (0)201 / 18 57 990,

info@baldeneysee.com, www.baldeneysee.de

Public transport stop: Hügel (Regattaturm jetty)

Seaside Beach Baldeney
Sunshine and water – now all you need is a beach. 

The Seaside Beach Club, one of the best beach clubs 

in the Ruhr region, has just that: a white powder 

beach 250 metres long by 35 metres wide. Beach 

bars, beach volleyball courts and 100 real palms 

offer additional South Seas ambiance. Energetic 

B
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Winterberg in the Sauerland region to its outfall 

at Duisburg. But for those not willing to spend sev-

eral days on their saddles, there is plenty to enjoy 

on two wheels in and around Essen. The path fol-

lows the course of the river whose namesake it is, 

meandering through the loveliest panoramas of 

the green, undulating and well-forested landscape 

south of Essen, from Kettwig in the west to Steele 

in the east. And if you do fancy going just a little 

further, you can ride out beyond the city limits and 

soon arrive at the river cruise station at Mülheim 

or in Hattingen’s old town with its charming half-

timbered buildings.   

Ruhr Tourismus GmbH, Centroallee 261, 

46047 Oberhausen, +49 (0)1805 / 18 16 20  

(€ 0.14/min from German landlines; cost from a 

German mobile max. € 0.42/min)

info@ruhr-tourismus.de, www.ruhrtalradweg.de 

Public transport stop: Hügel

Grugapark
The Grugapark is one of the city’s green lungs - 

and much more than just a botanical garden. Its 

huge grass areas surrounded by old trees, adven-

ture playgrounds, badminton and beach volleyball 

courts, children’s zoo, pony riding and free-flight 

hall are particularly popular with families, who 

crown a day in the 70-hectare park with a trip 

on the Grugabahn narrow-gauge railway. Other 

visitors to the park derive inspiration in the lavishly 

designed themed gardens for their own gardens, 

attend concerts on the open-air stage or savour 

the salty air by the graduation tower (“Gradier-

werk”). Or they come to the “Kur vor Ort” park spa 

for wellness and health. And on top of all this, 40 

sculptural works, including pieces by Henry Moore, 

guests, who choose not to settle in one of the com-

fortable loungers, can try their climbing skills on 

the outdoor rope course, hire a canoe or spontane-

ously join a yoga or surfing course. And if your back 

doesn’t take too kindly to all this, the beach area at 

the “Seaside” offers massages.

Freiherr-vom-Stein-Straße 384, 45133 Essen, 

info@seaside-beach-baldeney.de,

www.seaside-beach-baldeney.de

Public transport stop: Hügel 

RuhrtalRadweg Cycle Route
As lovely as a cycle trip round the lake could be. 

Also tempting is the possibility of just carrying on 

straight ahead; and the section along the southern 

shore is a part of the RuhrtalRadweg, a 230-kilo-

metre route from the source of the Ruhr near 
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Phänomania

Essen artist, writer and educationalist Hugo Kükel-

haus, who wanted to raise practical awareness of 

the workings of the five human senses.

Am Handwerkerpark 8-10 , 45309 Essen,

+49 (0)201 / 30 10 30

info@erfahrungsfeld.de, www.erfahrungsfeld.de

Opening hours: Mon-Fri 09:00-18:00; Sat/

Sun/public holidays 10:00-18:00 

Entry charges: Children aged 3-5, €3; 

school pupils up to 18, €5; school pu-

pils over 18 and students, €6; adults €7

Public transport stop: Huestraße

Auguste Rodin and Alfred Hrdlicka, make this park, 

originally opened in 1929, into a gigantic open-air 

gallery.

Main entrance: Alfred-/Norbertstraße, 

+49 (0)201 / 88 83 106, 

info@grugapark.essen.de, www.grugapark.de

Opening times: 09:00 to sunset all year round

Public transport stop: Messe Ost/Gruga-Halle

Phänomania Experience Area
A good idea (not only) for rainy days: A visit to 

Phänomenia is an experience for all the senses – 

quite literally. More than 60 experiment stations fo-

cus on feeling, touching and seeing. Visitors young 

and old can witness for themselves the phenomena 

of sound, light and movement on their own body. 

Phänomenia is situated in the heritage-protected 

former winding engine house of shafts 3/7/10 of 

the Zollverein mining complex, which lends it a 

charm of its own. The project was developed by the 

RUHR.TOPCARD
Free admission: The RUHR.TOPCARD gives you free 

admission for one visit to over 90 leisure and ex-

perience sites in the Ruhr Metropolis, in the Lower 

Rhine and in the Sauerland region – including the 

Essen Cathedral Treasure, the Grugapark and the 

Zollverein UNESCO World Heritage Site. The RUHR.

TOPCARD costs €47.90 for adults and €32.90 for 

children and can be obtained at the Essen Tour-

ist Information Centre in the Handelshof (opposite 

the main railway station) and elsewhere.

+49 (0)1805 / 18 16 180 (€0.14/min from a 

German landline; max. €0.42/min from a German 

mobile)

Grugapark
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What sets a shopping city apart in terms of shop-

ping? Is it the number of shops, or is it their lo-

cation, the mix, the selection or the service? The 

answer is: Yes, all of these things. It’s not without 

good reason that visitors are greeted by a slogan 

on the roof of the Handelshof: “Essen – Shopping 

City”.

And Essen was always that. Such as during the end 

of the 19th century, when housewives in the know 

coloured their cakes with saffron and cherished 

Paul Wagner’s “spice and saffron shop” on the 

Goose Market. Next door was Josef Alda’s hat shop, 

“Alda’s Eck”, and Jung’s dental practice, where 

he pulled teeth at 50 pfennigs a pop. The Goose 

Market and the Limbecker Straße were lined with 

shops, wall to wall.

And today? The Limbecker Straße remains a part of 

the elegant promenade through the city, together 

with the Kettwiger Straße and a number of shop-

ping centres. Specifically, this means over 700 de-

partment stores, boutiques and retail outlets that 

offer an attractive mix for the most diverse of cus-

tomer expectations.

Pedestrian zone
Merely a step away from Essen’s new main railway 

station, a department store rises up as the first stop 

on an extended shopping tour. At the end of the 

19th century the extensive pedestrian zone that 

runs from Willy-Brandt-Platz right through the city 

centre did not yet exist, but it still has its measure 

of tradition. In 1927 Essen was the first German 

city to offer such an attraction. Today its junctions 

lead to shopping arcades and centres that make 

the selection on offer in the city practically limit-

less. And in between are places of entertainment 

of the highest order, such as the Lichtburg, Strat-

mann’s theatre and the GOP Variety.

The shopping choices are numerous, whether you 

choose to shop in the open air or under a roof. 

Between the station and the Grillo Theatre are 

the Theaterpassage and the Lindengalerie on the 

Hirschlandplatz, with exclusive boutiques and spe-

Handelshof
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cialist shops offering high-class shopping delights. 

The route continues from Willy-Brandt-Platz via 

Kettwiger Straße, where famous-name clothing 

shops and well-stocked bookshops stand side by 

side. Ice cream parlours, cafes and bistros at every 

tive meeting point in the city centre. Following ex-

tended conversion works, the shopping centre with 

its imposing glass cupola was ceremoniously reo-

pened in March 2010. Shoppers coming to the spe-

cialist IT, telecommunications, media, and clothing 

stores get their money’s worth. Steaks, snacks and 

international dishes feature on the menus of the 

nearby restaurants and bistros.

Limbecker Platz Shopping Centre
It was supposedly Marilyn Monroe’s famous pose 

over an air vent that inspired the architects of this 

facade – and even from far away you can spot 

the contoured roof of the Limbecker Platz shop-

ping centre. Under this “skirt” at the end of Lim-

becker Straße is Essen’s new superlative shopping 

experience. With 200 shops spread over 70,000 

square metres of floor space, with a department 

store, sports store, a food court, plus service and 

gastronomic outlets, this is one of the largest 

inner-city shopping centres in Germany. It offers 

visitors an almost endless shopping experience 

and is at the same time the gateway to Essen’s city 

centre. Alongside famous brand outlets, the cen-

tre also provides a platform for local and regional 

businesses.

Kennedyplatz

Kettwiger Straße, Ken-

nedyplatz and Lim-

becker Straße, and east 

of here is the Rathaus 

Gallery. With retail, 

gastronomy and ser-

vices for all the family, 

it makes for an attrac-

turn make a shopping 

trip into an experience 

with Sachertorte, cof-

fees, snacks and cock-

tails.

The Kennedyplatz and 

Salzmarkt (Salt Market) 

are also flanked by bars 

and pubs. Should you 

wish to eat, you will 

find every cuisine and every price range here. In 

summer, patrons can enjoy their meals out of doors 

under big shady trees. Continuing towards Viehofer 

Platz, the City North district features shops that 

focus on the younger scene.  So it is no surprise 

that many of the hippest clubs are also situated 

here. On the Limbecker Straße, however, are a large 

number of shoe and gift shops, sportswear and 

young fashion shops. Shoppers searching for home 

fittings and furniture will strike it rich in the de-

partment stores behind Limbecker Platz.

Rathaus Gallery
The Marktkirche forms the junction between 
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The boroughs
Shopping in Essen is not limited to the city cen-

tre; good shopping opportunities also exist in the 

centres of many of the boroughs that have grown 

up around it. Many people regard Rüttenscheider 

People in the northern areas mainly go shopping 

in Altenessen. The Allee-Center with its 75 shops 

offers an appealing mix, including gastronomy, 

with an emphasis on groceries, health and well-

ness products. On market days in particular, Essen’s 

northwest is a favourite shopping destination. 

Borbeck’s shopping opportunities are concen-

trated between Germaniaplatz and the station, and 

in the pedestrian zone around Marktstraße. Mean-

while the magic triangle in Steele consists of the 

extensive pedestrian zone between the Kaiser Otto, 

Kaiser Wilhelm and Grendplatz squares.

So what is it that sets a shopping city apart in 

terms of shopping? The number of shops, their lo-

cation, the mix, the selection and the service? Yes, 

all of these things.

Steele

Kettwig

Werden

Straße as one of Essen’s most 

enjoyable strolling areas. Here 

are boutiques, smaller shops of-

fering interesting goods and a 

diversity of eating options. The 

Rüttenscheid market, held on 

Wednesdays and Saturdays, is 

also highly popular and visited by 

many people who do not live in the area. Shop-

ping in Kettwig is also highly memorable, with its 

narrow lanes and lovingly restored half-timbered 

buildings that provide a backdrop to some of the 

Ruhr region’s finest shops and restaurants. Another 

true shopping experience is Werden with its char-

acteristic half-timbered houses, attractive shops 

and cosy eateries.

The pulsating centre of Frohnhausen, on the other 

hand, is the Gervinusplatz, di-

rectly at the meeting point of 

the Berliner and the Frohnhauser 

Straße – this, together with Mül-

heimer Straße, guarantees you a 

shopping trip to remember. An 

important meeting point is also 

the Frohnhausen market and the 

adjoining Westpark. Just a couple 

of blocks away you will find the 

Gemarkenstraße, the attractive 

promenade district of Holster-
hausen - here you will find a 

stylish mix of shopping all year 

round.
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ESSEN.BUSINESS.

With 572,000 inhabitants, Essen is not only a pre-

ferred base for company offices and trade fairs 

but also one of Germany’s largest cities. Its large 

number of corporate headquarters also makes Es-

sen one of the most significant centres of decision-

making in the German economy. Nine of the 100 

companies with the largest turnover in Germany 

have their head offices here. And with some 3.5 

million square metres of office space, Essen is high 

up in the ranks of the most important office loca-

tions in the country.

Essen’s businesses have made their mark on the 

cityscape. The most recent example is the award-

winning design of the Thyssen-Krupp headquar-

ters, with “Q1” at its centre - the remarkable build-

ing for the top management, situated at the end 

of a 220-metre water axis. Here and elsewhere, 

the immense economic power of the region is re-

flected all across Essen’s skyline. And here at the 

centre of Europe’s leading energy region - the Ruhr 

the fifth-largest power generator in Germany and 

leads in biomass power generation. Also based in 

Essen is Deichmann, the largest shoe retailer in 

Europe.

A substantial proportion of Essen’s economic ca-

pacity consists of small and medium-sized compa-

nies. These also benefit from the fact that Essen is 

a central trade fair location with an international 

reach. Essen’s trade fair centre is one of the most 

attractive in Germany: 50 fairs and exhibitions, in-

cluding 13 leading international fairs, are only one 

reason for Essen’s appeal as a venue, with its ac-

tive, future-orientated networks particularly in the 

areas of the creative economy, water and the en-

vironment, health and medicine, information and 

communications and education and training.

And in Essen entrepreneurs can find a wide range 

of consultancy, support and other services tailored 

to their specific requirements. The Essen Economic 

Development Agency (EWG) works with partners 

from business and academia to create the best pos-

sible conditions for the establishing of successful 

and sustainable businesses in Essen. 

Essen Economic Development Agency (EWG),

Lindenallee 55, 45127 Essen, +49 (0)201 / 82 02 40,

info@ewg.de, www.ewg.de

Essen-based companies dominate the skyline

New headquarters

Metropolis - energy companies with international 

activities have established their headquarters. RWE 

AG occupies second place in the German electri-

city market; E.ON Ruhrgas AG is number one in the 

country’s gas market; and Evonik Industries AG is 
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Young and creative? But of course! Essen is, af-

ter all, a university city. More than 30,000 people 

study and research here. Established in the 1970s, 

today’s University of Duisburg-Essen is one of the 

strongest drivers of structural change – with a 

broad, internationally focussed spectrum from the 

humanities and social sciences through economics, 

engineering and the natural sciences to medicine. 

Research from Essen is in demand: in particular 

biomedicine, nanotechnology, urban development 

and empirical educational research that seeks to 

improve teaching in schools. As one of the major 

centres for vocational training and continuing pro-

fessional development, Essen is also the hub of the 

Ruhr Metropolis technology region.

In addition are some 1400 students at the Folkwang 

University of the Arts, which is particularly popu-

lar for its drama department; among its prominent 

graduates are Dieter Krebs, Jürgen Prochnow and 

Thekla Carola Wied. 

ESSEN.MEDICINE.
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Breathe in deeply. Essen is a city of health. An epi-

thet that does not only arise from the fact that 

the health services industry, with its 40,000 jobs 

in the region, is a substantial element of the local 

economy. Essen is the specialist centre for medical 

provision in the Ruhr region and employs top-class 

doctors in practically every speciality. Along with 

other core competences, there is specialisation in 

oncology, cardiology, neurology, transplantation 

medicine and naturopathy. The strength of the re-

gion for healthcare provision also lies in the effi-

cient networks between doctors practising in local 

surgeries, doctors working in hospitals, researchers 

and self-help groups.

Detailed information on the services and offers 

available can be found via the health portal on 

www.essen.de (click the “Gesundheit” tab). In ad-

dition to current reports and event notifications, 

you can download detailed information about the 

Essen region’s healthcare facilities.
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Essen is worth a visit. At least one. And anybody 

who would really get to know this city needs to 

take plenty of time – and preferably a knowledge-

able guide. Immerse yourself in the coal-mining 

past of the region at the Zollverein World Heritage 

ESSEN.HOSPITALITY.
We’ve nothing against curry sausage or red and 

white chips, but the old clichés can’t go on for ever. 

Fact: many cultures have made their homes in Es-

sen; the Ruhr Metropolis has become a melting pot 

of more than 170 nations. Peer into the pot and 

you will find scents from all over the world. 

What is more, the culinary side of the city lives 

from the contrasts between gourmet temples and 

sandwiches, between star cuisine and the French 

fries stall, between new finesse and old recipes. Es-

sen is a matter of taste – and in Essen everyone 
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Casino Zollverein

can have what they 

wish, from fine din-

ing to an in-between 

snack. Essen gives you 

an appetite for more. 

But hospitality does 

not end at the table. 

Essen, city of trade 

fairs and congresses, 

can offer its guests more than 6000 hotel beds. 

And here again, you can choose between a low-

cost guest room, a pension, a fancy designer hotel 

or a five-star establishment, according to your per-

sonal taste.

More information is available in the restaurant 

guide “GUiDO”, available from the Tourist Infor-

mation Office opposite the main railway station 

or by download from www.essen.de (click “Le-

ben in Essen” / “Living in Essen“) and then select 

“Gastronomie”/ “Gastronomy“ from the menu).

The hotel guide „ESSEN. OVERNIGHT“ is also 

available from the Tourist Information Office and 

from www.essen.de under “Übernachtung”.

Site and in the Ruhr Museum. 

Follow the city’s Heritage 

Trail or get into some art on a 

guided tour somewhere along 

the route. Be astounded at the 

masterworks of the Cathedral’s 

Treasury or of the Folkwang 

Museum, at design icons in the 

red dot design museum or at 

the lovely old town centres of Kettwig and Werden. 

Or enjoy just ONE tour of the entire city area on an 

open-top double-decker bus. Or…

Too many choices? 

The Essen Tourist Information Office is here to help 

you with city guided tours, other walking tours, 

and sightseeing bus tours. We will be pleased to 

advise you, and can also help you choose your ac-

commodation and compile your own personal itin-

erary; from hotel reservations and planning specific 

dates and times for visits to ticket bookings for 

current events.

We are looking forward to your visit!

EMG - Essen Marketing GmbH

Tourist Information Office

Am Hauptbahnhof 2, 45127 Essen

 +49 (0) 201 88 72 043

+49 (0) 201 88 72 044

E-mail: touristikzentrale@essen.de

www.essen.de/tourismus
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ESSEN.EVENTS.

Essen likes to party. Numerous festivals and events 

fill the annual calendar. For more information 

check our regular newsletter or visit www.essen.de 

and click “Veranstaltungen”.

Essen on Ice
From January to March, Esseners love to go ice 

skating. The Kennedyplatz in the centre of the city 

is converted into a 1000 square 

metres skating rink. And while 

the skaters are circling to music 

from the loudspeakers, there is 

a 70-metre tobogganing slope 

nearby. Those who prefer a more 

leisurely pace can try their hands 

at curling or enjoy Alpine specialities.  

www.essen-on-ice.de

Ruhr Piano Festival
Each year, from the beginning of May to the end 

of July, the elite of the piano-playing world meet 

in the Ruhr region by invitation of the Initiativkreis 

Ruhr: top-notch concerts each year of classical, 

jazz, chamber and orchestral music have long made 

the Ruhr Piano Festival well-known far beyond the 

region. Performance venues in Essen include the 

Philharmonie and Schloss Borbeck, but can also be 

the Lichtburg or the Folkwang Museum.

www.klavierfestival.de

ExtraSchicht
200 events in 50 locations. And all of them in one 

night. During “ExtraSchicht”, culture works over-

time. Since 2001 former mines, slag heaps, gaso-

meters and industrial sites have been turned for 

one June night each year into stages for dance, 

theatre, music and exhibitions. Shuttle buses run 

between the 50 sites, which are spread all over the 

Ruhr region. One of the venues in Essen is the Zoll-

verein colliery.

www.extraschicht.de

“Essen…Verwöhnt” (“Essen...spoilt”)
For five days in June along Germany’s longest 

gourmet mile in central Essen, visitors can look 

over the shoulders of top chefs at work – and then 

eat the results. There’s something on the menu for 

every taste and every budget. Be it a nibble or a 

main course, everything is freshly prepared.

www.essen-geniessen.de

Ruhrtriennale
Since its inception in 2002 the Ruhrtriennale has 

become an emblem of the changes in the Ruhr 

region. This festival, which follows three-year the-

matic cycles, stages music, theatre, literature and 

dance at industrial heritage sites. These include 

the colliery and coking plant at Zollverein and the 

winding engine hall of the Carl colliery.

www.ruhrtriennale.de

Summer Carnival at the Gruga
Bigger, faster, wider... Every August the car park in 

front of the Grugahalle is transformed into a fun-

fair. And it goes without saying 

that this isn’t just any old funfair, 

but the biggest carnival in the 

city. With more than 60 perform-

ers, top-class rides, fireworks and 

its own junk market. And to be 

sure that everybody gets their 

money’s worth, the traditional Family Day is a must.

www.kirmes-essen.de
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ESSEN.ORIGINAL.
Music non-stop, from male-voice choirs 

to hip-hop. The traditional open-air 

ESSEN.ORIGINAL. festival, held in the 

city centre, is one of the musical high-

lights of the year and can hardly be 

beaten for variety. Under the slogan 

“free and out of doors”, the three-day 

event in September has a musical range 

stretching from pop and jazz through 

hit songs to rock and comedy.

www.essen-original.de

Essen Illumination Weeks
When the Illumination Weeks begin in the autumn, 

the city centre takes on a festive gleam for nearly 

three months. What began in 1950 with a couple 

of lit-up Christmas trees and strings of lights has 

long become Essen’s trade mark, whose radiance 

has long extended far beyond the city limits. 

www.lichtwochen.essen.de

International Christmas Market
The Christmas market on the Kennedyplatz 

and surrounding pedestrian zones features 

some 240 stands and is one of the largest 

and most beautiful in Germany. Efforts to 

find original gifts or Christmas decorations 

will be disrupted by a stop at one of the nu-

merous refreshment stands and speciality huts, in 

which culinary treats from all over the world are 

on offer.

www.weihnachtsmarkt.essen.de

For further information and dates visit www.

essen.de (click “Leben in Essen” and then “Ver-

anstaltungen”) and in the city newsletter.

www.allbau.de
T. 02 01.22 0 77

Über 18.000 Wohnungen – Das größte Wohnungsangebot in Essen.

Der Allbau bietet die größte Auswahl an Mietwohnungen 
in Essen. Ob für Familien, Studierende, Singles, Paare 
oder Senioren, ob Dienstleistungen rund ums Wohnen 
oder besondere Angebote für ältere MieterInnen: 
Wir helfen Ihnen, Ihren Wohn- und Lebens(t)raum zu 
verwirklichen. Besuchen Sie uns im Internet oder in 
einem unserer AllbauPunkte in Ihrer Nähe.

Meine Familie. 
Mein Zuhause.
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ESSEN.SURROUNDINGS.

Essen is guaranteed not to be boring. But some-

times it can be good to cast a glance beyond the 

end of one‘s own nose. Our neighbours also have 

plenty to offer, by the way.

Zoom Erlebniswelt, Gelsenkirchen
If you associate the word “zoo” with cramped en-

closures and closely spaced bars, you will be pleas-

antly surprised by a visit to the Zoom Erlebniswelt 

at Gelsenkirchen. This attraction has only little in 

common with ordinary zoos. The natural 

environment of the animals is replicated 

in three thematic zones – Asia, Africa and 

Alaska. This allows visitors not only to 

take a little round-the-world trip through 

the Earth’s different climate zones but also offers 

them spectacular encounters with bears, wolves, 

lions and giraffes – without any bars in the way.

www.zoom-erlebniswelt.de

Revierpark Nienhausen, Gelsenkirchen
30 hectares – enough space for a real experience, 

to completely relax, or just to have a good time. 

And just 30 hectares is the size of the “Revierpark” 

Nienhausen in Gelsenkirchen, one of five such parks 

in the northern Ruhr region. Created in the 1970s, 

this park landscape, directly on the city bound-

ary with Essen, today offers an open-air pool and 

a wave pool, an “activarium” with sauna and so-

larium area, a mini-golf course and a roller-skating 

rink, tennis and table-tennis, a water playground, 

basketball and volleyball courts, a cable car and a 

Kneipp garden. The choice could hardly be bigger.

www.revierpark-nienhausen.de

Musiktheater im Revier, Gelsenkirchen
Steel, glass and concrete form the shell into which 

high-ranking artists then breathe life. The Musik-

theater im Revier has long been one of the coun-

try’s primary locations for contemporary opera. This 

institution of long-standing repute also houses the 

renowned Ballett Schindowski, the Westphalia 

New Philharmonic and its own youth orchestra.

www.musiktheater-im-revier.de

German Mining Museum, Bochum
Hands-on history of mining and a bow of respect 

to all miners – those men to whom the former coal 

region owed its importance.  Visitors can observe 

the world of the miner in a faith-

ful reconstruction of a mine or learn 

about the functioning of the chain 

coal cutter in the permanent exhibi-

tions. Numerous models demonstrate 

the technological progress in the min-

ing industry. The winding tower offers 

a panoramic view of Bochum and the 

Ruhr region.

www.bergbaumuseum.de

Oberhausen Gasometer 
The Oberhausen Gasometer has also long been 

rescued from the scrap heap. From its roof it of-

fers a panoramic view over Oberhausen and 

the neighbouring towns.  Its interior, with a 

height of 100 metres, radiates an almost sa-

cral grandeur. In 2011 the “Magical Places” 

exhibition leads us to the world’s grandest 

and most moving cult sites - wonders of 

human hands and magnificent feats of na-

ture. The exhibition includes photographs, art 

works and geological objects. 

www.gasometer.de
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ESSEN.SERVICE.

All you have to do is arrive – and we’ll take care of 

the rest: hotel, tickets, table reservations. We can 

tailor our service to your wishes and interests on 

the basis of a wide range of fixed-price travel rates. 

Essen has something for everybody – whether your 

preference is for the arts, for sport, for fine dining 

or for clubbing. You could combine, for example, 

a visit to the Folkwang Museum with an evening 

at the Philharmonie. Or a night at the GOP Variety 

Theatre with a city tour in a blue double-decker 

bus. Or dinner in a darkened restaurant with a trip 

to Zollverein under a starlit sky. Discover the city 

on two wheels, on your own, with a partner or in a 

group. Get into the adventure that is Essen. Essen 

is different. Come, feel at ease, explore. It’s good 

when everything is taken care of. 

EMG - Essen Marketing GmbH
Tourist Information Office
Am Hauptbahnhof 2, 45127 Essen

+49 (0)201 88 72 333

+49 (0)201 88 72 044

E-Mail: touristikzentrale@essen.de

www.essen.de/tourismus

Opening hours: Mon-Fri 09:00-18:00; 

Sat 10:00-16:00; 

Sun and holidays (march to october) 10:00-14:00

Hotel reservations: 
+49 (0)201 88 72 046

Tourist information/brochure service:
+49 (0)201 88 72 333 oder (0)201 19 433

Ticket service:
+49 (0)201 88 72 333

+49 (0)201 88 72 044

ESSEN.SERVICE.82
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